
4

Contents
Opinion and Analysis

predecessor. As a result, both the United 
States and the region are losing out on the 
potential for strong economic cooperation 
and democracy promotion.

68 V4 Upgrade: Polish presidency  
in the Visegrad Group 

 Wojciech Przybylski

75 Religion in Russia’s Foreign Policy 
 Alicja Curanović
 Religious diplomacy allows a state to use 

certain aspects of religion and religious 
symbols in international affairs. The 
instrumentalisation of religion for political 
aims has a long and rich tradition in 
Russia, which is evidenced in Russia’s 
foreign policy today.

82 Armenia as a Strategic Satellite  
of Russia in the South Caucasus 

 Ilgar Gurbanov

90 A Bull in a China Shop  
 Kamil Całus

96 All Quiet on the Southern Front?  
 Ida Orzechowska
 Fourteen years after the 1999 NATO 

bombings of the Balkans, the political 
leaders in Belgrade and Pristina  
are heading towards the normalisation  
of mutual relations and integration  
with the European Union. The April  
19th 2013 agreement leaves  
the past behind and opens a new  
chapter in Balkan history.

104 Fearing the East? European 
immigration in the UK 

 Kelly Hignett

7	 The	Art	of	Difficult	Dialogue	
 Leonidas Donskis
	 The	art	of	dialogue	is	always	difficult.	The	

ability to listen and hear is accompanied 
by a sincere wish to check one’s own 
premises and to examine one’s own life.  
An unexamined life is not worth living, 
while an unlived life is not worth 
examining.

21	 Katyń	before	the	European	 
Court of Human Rights 

 Ireneusz Kamiński

28 A Festival of Jewish (Polish) Culture  
 Janusz Makuch

37 Political Change and the Performing 
Arts in Central and Eastern Europe 

 Géza Kovács
 The performing arts have been an essential 

part of the whirlwind of historic change 
in Central and Eastern Europe. While they 
have not been completely removed from 
the social and political change in Western 
Europe and America, the difference  
in how much they have been involved  
is remarkable.

44 Shadows of Joseph Stalin 
 Ana Dabrundashvili

50 The Spectre of Berehynia 
 Harriet Salem

61	 Obama’s	Wasted	Potential?	
 Filip Mazurczak
 Despite being widely revered across 

Europe, US President Barack Obama’s 
Foreign Policy in Central and Eastern 
Europe is much less engaged than his 



5

Interviews 

Books and Reviews  

Reports

History

People, Ideas, Inspiration

112 Filling in the Gaps of Democracy
 A conversation with Jerzy Pomianowski
	 “Having	this	role	of	a	gap	filler	means	that	

the European Endowment for Democracy 
can	be	flexible	and	even	a	little	risky	with	
our funding choices. If there is a group  
that	an	EU	financial	instrument	cannot	
provide funding for, the Endowment  
will	find	a	way	to	provide	such	support.”

122	 Rebranding	the	Baltics	
 A conversation with Andres Kasekamp

155	 “Give	me,	oh	God,	a	hard	life,	but	 
a	beautiful,	rich	and	exalted	one”	

 Paweł Śpiewak
 A portrait of Janusz Korczak

162	 Who	is	Doing	Jewishness	in	Poland?		
 Annamaria Orla-Bukowska and Krzysztof  Tomanek

172 Stranger than Fiction  
 Łukasz Wojtusik

128 The Dumping Ground of the Steppe 
 Zbigniew Rokita
 Kazakhstan is a country with a history  

of	mixed	nationalities	and	exemplifies	the	
Soviet ethnic experiment. But it is also a 
country that has inherited the demographic 
mess left by the Soviet Empire.

138 Three Hours on a Train to Ternopil 
 Annabelle Chapman

178 Josh Black – Back in the USSR 
 On Leslie Woodhead’s How The Beatles 

Rocked the Kremlin. The untold story  
of a noisy revolution. 

181	 Annabelle	Chapman	–	A	Journey	 
to Russia’s Heartland

 On Oliver Bullough’s The Last Man  
in Russia: And The Struggle To Save  
A Dying Nation

183	 Alex	Gabuev	–	Watching	the	Throne
 On Ben Judah’s Fragile Empire:  

How Russia Fell In and Out of Love  
with Vladimir Putin

185	 Daniel	Wańczyk	–	Listening	to	the	
Russian Soul (from the laptop)

 On Anton Ponizovsky’s Обращение  
в слух (I Am All Ears) 

188	 Zośka	Papużańka	–	Homo	Ludens
 On Jerzy Pilch’s Wiele demonów  

(Many Demons)

191	 Dorota	Sieroń-Gałusek	–	Rethinking	
Heritage, the Polish lesson

 On Monika Murzyn-Kupisz’s  
Dziedzictwo kulturowe a rozwój lokalny  
(Cultural Heritage and Local Development)

193	 Maia	Lazar	–	A	Hungarian	 
Lost	to	the	20th	Century

 On the Exhibition The Way We Are. Cartoons  
and Prints of József Faragó (1866-1906)

142 Songs of Freedom 
 Jonathan  Bousfield
 It is 25 years since the Estonian artists 

and activist Heinz Valk coined the phrase 
“Singing	Revolution”	to	describe	the	
wave of patriotic gatherings sweeping the 
country, which then spread to the other 
Baltic republics. Of all the things that 
happened during the Singing Revolution, 
however, it is the singing that is the least 
remembered.

149 A Nation of Cossacks 
 Roman Kabachiy


